Report On The Working Class
Struggle In India

Presented by the
ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS

np HE 23rd session of the All-India Trade Union
* Congress, held in May 1949, characterised the period
as one "when the capitalist economic crisis has further
deepened and the conditions of the workers in all indus-
tries have been further worsened," And further, "the
perspective that opens up as a result of the deepening
crisis is one of rapid deterioration of wages, unemploy-
ment for thousands and lakhs, heavier repression, an
intensified offensive of the capitalists against all sections
of workers and the working people."

The intervening period of six months since the 23rd
session has fully vindicated the correctness of this analysis
and the call for struggle. This period has seen further
accentuation of the crisis as witnessed in "growing accu-
mulation of stocks and contracting market, in falling
production, in ever-rising prices and cut in real wages,
in increased workload on workers and ever-growing
mass unemployment.

On July 29, the Eastern Economist, comparing the
figures of the first half of 1948 and 1949, is forced to
admit that:

"Coal is stationary, steel has increased by only four
per cent giving an annual rate of 886,000 tons, which is
still lower than the output in 1947 of 893,000 tons. The
decline when compared with the second half of 1948,
has been marked in cotton textile. Notwithstanding
the assurances about attaining self-sufficiency in salt
after a reasonable interval, salt production has